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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Town Hall, Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

Meeting Minutes – May 2, 2022 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Cheri Domina at 4:00 p.m. 
Committee members present: Chair Domina, Jane Johnson, Bud Winsor, Cassie Eaton, Jay Ward, and Alternate 
Wally Smith. Also present was Town Planner Sarah Bollinger. The Chair seated Smith for Goodrich. 
 
ABSENT 
Alternate Rachel Elkins, Bob Goodrich 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Cindy Kordys and Mike Bonneville, Charley Brackett with the Kayak Racing Association, Code Enforcement Officer 
Mike Jasmin. 
 
MINUTES 

 The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for April 4, 2022. There was a motion by Ward 
to approve the Minutes of April 4, 2022 as presented. There was a second to the motion by Winsor and no 
further discussion. All were in favor except for Smith who abstained. Motion passed.  

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Kayak Access to Riley Conservation Area 
Charley Brackett is a member of the New England Canoe & Kayak Racing Association and they are organizing the 
Otter Brook Downriver Race on May 8. He said he is hoping to use the Riley Conservation Area for takeout. He 
referred to dead trees lying down; he said they would like to remove them to make it easier to access the river. 
About 15 boats will participate. He said put- in is at the Otter Brook Dam. The consensus of the Commission was 
to support Brackett in removing dead trees to make access to the launch area more accessible. The event will be 
held Sunday at noon, and viewing of the participants can be done off Route 101, at Branch Road. Domina 
suggested the Commission might want to work with NECKRA to improve access at the Riley Conservation Area, as 
Brackett pointed out that the area was originally supposed to be for river access but is undeveloped as yet. 
 
Eagle Scout Project with Signs 
Domina said she met an Eagle Scout and crew putting up signs at hiking trails around town this weekend for an 
Eagle Scout project. They were about to erect a post and sign at Tippin Rock Trail parking lot, but they hadn’t 
asked the Domina family’s permission, nor had they contacted the Conservation Commission. They said they 
spoke to Mike Jasmin and got Domina’s email, but Domina did not get an email from the Scout. . She did ask them 
to stop since the Domina family will be making some improvements to the parking area soon and might have to 
move the sign.. Domina said the signs were nice, but was concerned that neither the Commission nor landowners 
seem to have been contacted. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Eversource issues on Eaton Road (Cindy Kordys and Mike Bonneville) 
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Kordys thanked the members for previous suggestions. She said they did meet with Forester Matt Kelley and filed 
a complaint with New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) and spoke with Ridgely Mauck 
who signed off on the Alteration of Terrain (AoT) permit for the Eversource project. She said someone did come 
out from Eversource and JCR to speak to them. They walked around the property to explain the reasons for their 
complaints. She said the contractor needs to be selective when cutting to preserve their trees. She said 
subsequently they did use a small excavator and only cut trees around the pole. They also raked the marks left by 
the excavator. She said from the Dickinson property, they made some progress in staying within the easement. 
She noted the agreement is to leave the trees to be harvested in December and if there are any trees over 12 feet 
tall, they will need to be cut eventually. She referred to a wildlife biologist who they spoke to and Kordys said they 
mapped out the presence of some wildlife. Kordys reported that the construction schedule is supposed to be 
Monday through Saturday, but they were there on Sunday. Bonneville said they also want to save the cat-o-nine 
tails. Kordys said they are happy with the progress thus far but they hope to refer some of the feedback to the 
Public Utilities Commission. Bonneville said the work should stay within the easement. Kordys said they just 
wanted to report on the progress. Domina thanked them for the update. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ground water protection regulations (Cheri, Sarah Bollinger) 
The Planning Board reiterated that they do not want a Groundwater Protection Ordinance, and Bollinger 
recommended that the Site Plan Review Regulations would be the place for an update for groundwater 
protection. There was a discussion about a possible working group to research this once again. Johnson pointed 
out this has been done in the past (2018) but it would be good to review the current regulations. Smith suggested 
maybe the Commission should consider hiring expertise for advice. Ward asked what happens when a waiver is 
asked for by an applicant. Bollinger said a waiver is easier than asking for a Special Exception or a Variance. 
However, she said she didn’t think it would happen very often. Johnson said we need to take a hard look at our 
town’s water supply. Johnson said either hire someone or study the RSA and be willing to talk to NH DES. Bollinger 
said adding regulations to the Site Plan Review Regulations would be  the fastest way to get some regulations in 
place to protect the aquifer. It wouldn’t have to go to town meeting. Bollinger said she would help facilitate the 
process and do some homework, checking with other towns to see what is working for them. Ward said he is 
willing to work on the project. Smith suggested contacting Barbara Skuly for more expert advice about protecting 
water. Bollinger said she would have some language to bring to the Commission next meeting..  
 
Smith said the ultimate action is to do a petition for an Ordinance. The Commission had worked with a consultant 
a few years back and already has a draft Groundwater Protection Ordinance. An ordinance could apply to 
everyone in town, and Site Plan Regulations only impact on commercial development. Johnson said that is a good 
point. It was noted, however, that Home-based businesses are reviewed by the Planning Board as well For 
groundwater impacts. 
 
Master Plan 
Bollinger asked if the members are done with comments to the Master Plan. Domina asked if there were items in 
the Implementation Plan section to move up in priority. She asked the members to look at the Master Plan’s 
implementation plan at home and send her an email with comments. 
 
 
Turning Leaf Consignment Application 
The members agreed by consensus to support this application. 
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Review for Planning Board – Frogg Brewery Special Exception 
This application is for property near to the location of Rhymes Oil on Sawyers Crossing Road. Johnson said there is 
an open field there now. On May 16, 2022, the ZBA will be reviewing the Special Exception. Bollinger said they 
won’t be on agenda for Planning Board until end of June. Bollinger said they need a Special Exception for a 
manufacturing use in a Business District. Ward said he would like to know how they will handle waste from the 
manufacturing process. Mike Jasmin said another brewery on the Keene sewer line cannot process wastes into 
the sewer because Keene is afraid the bacteria in the system will be harmed. Bollinger said concerns can be 
relayed to the applicant before the Site Plan review so that the applicant perhaps could address the concerns 
prior to the Site Plan review. Ward suggested they address their waste plan. 
 
Bollinger noted the Planning Board will change their procedures such that the Conservation Commission will have 
ability to have input for applications a bit sooner. 
 
Change meetings to Whitcomb Hall 
There was a brief discussion about the possibility to move meetings to Whitcomb Hall. Smith said the town tax 
maps are stored at Town Hall and often the Commission refers to them. The members noted the maps and other 
resources (and town employees) are available at Town Hall and decided to remain at Town Hall for meetings. 
 
April 12 LCIP hike  
Domina said Ward and Elkins and she they walked Mt. Cresson and a portion of Honey Hill property with Charlotte 
Harding and Jocelyn from LCIP. She said there some suggestions on the LCIP reports from the visit, such as 
marking the boundaries of the Honey Hill property. Domina said she isn’t sure that would be a Conservation 
Commission responsibility but has requested more info about our responsibilities. Smith spoke about the 
criticality of suggestions and how priorities should be set.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Dugan property, Flat Roof Mill Road  
Domina asked the members their reaction to the memo and map from the Dugans. The Dugans’ desire is to 
conserve the field for pollinators, allow access to the river, and sell the existing house lot.. Domina spoke with 
Ryan Owens of the Monadnock Conservancy, who said the simplest thing to do is to ask Mike Johnson, who owns 
the property across the river, if he would like to own the property; it could be transferred to him, with the 
understanding he would add it to his existing easement on his land. Mike Johnson had been haying the field in the 
past. Domina said Jeanne Thieme would be willing to discuss this with Mike Johnson. If he agrees, then we discuss 
the possibility with Dugan. It was noted that if the land would be donated to Mike Johnson, the current owner 
would not get a tax break. Jane Johnson said she thought a discussion should be had with the Town 
Administrator. The Commission might be asked for help funding legal costs of the transaction. Ward suggested 
that the Town could accept the donation from the Dugans and then sell it to Mike Johnson for a small amount. 
 
Domina noted that Mike Johnson’s easement allows for public access but he may close off areas of the property 
when there are reasons to do so, like the presence of animals.  
 
The members agreed by consensus for Domina to move ahead and have a discussion with Thieme about 
approaching Mike Johnson. 
 
Dickinson Forest Footbridge update  
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Domina noted the Selectmen agreed to split the cost with the Conservation Commission for the bridge for the 
Town’s portion of the total cost; she also noted a visit with the bridge manufacturer is planned for May 10th. 
 
Spring Cleanup Month update 
Domina shared a summary from Crosby about how the cleanup went. There was no mention of new signs. The 
cleanup was successful and there was talk about having this kind of cleanup more often. 
 
Mt. Cresson Timber Harvest 

 Showing date is Thursday, May 19 @ 1 pm 

 Field meeting March 31 - consideration of minutes 
 
Motion was made by Eaton to approve the Site Visit Minutes of March 31, 2022. There was a second to 
the motion by Ward and no further discussion. All were in favor.  
 

Meadowsend Invoice 
The members considered an invoice from Meadowsend. 
 

Motion was made by Smith to approve the payment of Meadowsend Invoice dated March 31, 2022 in the 
amount of $262.50. There was a second by Ward and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Mt. Caesar trail progress  
The members considered an invoice from Gem Graphics for new trail signs for Mt Caesar. 
 

Motion was made by Ward to approve payment of GemGraphics invoice # 48946 dated April 25, 2022 in 
the amount of $524.00. There was a second to the motion by Winsor and no further discussion. All were 
in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Domina noted a work day is planned for Saturday at 10 am at Mt. Caesar. All are welcome to come ready to work 
on the trails. 
 
Work Plan & Priorities  
Lake Management Plan for Swanzey Lake grant application was briefly discussed. Southwest Region Planning 
Commission is assisting.  
 
Domina suggested most short term items from the Master Plan are already being worked on. 
 
Discussion was held regarding managing grassland habitat for birds at the airport. It was suggested to consult with 
the Airport Director about who might be responsible for managing wildlife at the airport. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Master Plan 
Johnson noted there were to be focus groups to assist in updating the Master Plan, which did not happen due to 
Covid. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, June 6, 2022 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Winsor and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
   
 
 
 
 

  


